
FEBRUARY TRIP TO HAITI

We visited Haiti from Feb. 8-11. The 
weather was beautiful, sunshine and 
afternoon temperatures in the high 
80’s to low 90’s, a welcome relief 
from what we left behind in 
Baltimore. We stayed at Sam’s guest 
house which included breakfast and 
dinner each day and air-conditioned 
bedrooms as well as access to the 
internet. 

In addition to the food at Sam’s, we 
were also served delicious meals 
prepared just for us at Kay Papa 
Nou, so typical of Haitian hospitality. 

Saturday was spent at Kay Papa Nou 
reuniting with the children who 
greeted us with warm smiles and 
hugs. We saw the updates to Kay 
Papa Nou which included a few solar 
lights since electricity is sporadic at 
best and new bunk beds to 
accommodate more of the children, a 
dining room for the children to eat in 
and new paint throughout the house. 

Sunday we worshipped at Unity 
House and enjoyed listening to the 

children as they played beautiful 
music on the instruments that have 
been brought to them over the 
course of the last few years. A 
soloist, the wife of their driver, sang 
along with them. We were each given 
an opportunity to share with them 
during the service. At the end of the 

service, I shared with the 
congregants the “Famous Donkey 
Story” from the book, Ayat Jamilah: 
Beautiful Signs, which David 
translated. The story received 
applause and laughter. The story is 
about a father and his son who 
travel to market with their donkey. 
People along the way criticize them 
for: not having the son ride the 
donkey, not having the old father 
ride the donkey, for both of them 
riding the donkey (poor donkey), and 
then laughing at the father for 
carrying the donkey on his back. The 
father finally decides to trust his 
judgment and continue to market 
exactly as they had started 
explaining to his son that it is better 
to do right and please God. 

Letters from a member of Govans 
were shared with every child. We 
also saw the new school for grades 
7-9 near Unity House. 

Wayne and Jill spent part of Monday 
at a meeting through contacts 
Wayne had for “World Computer 
Exchange” which he has become 
involved in. I took the family 
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shopping for groceries and visited 
at Kay Papa Nou. 

We worshipped at Kay Papa Nou in 
the evening.  Awards were given to 
the three children who had taken 
the best photographs with 
disposable cameras brought to Haiti 

in June. 

Our luggage was filled with clothing 
and items for the children, including 
a trombone which will be a nice 
addition to their music. We had the 
opportunity to watch the children 
practice their music with the music 

instructor who comes every few 
weeks. 

Most of the older children were 
given a series of questions to 
answer if they wanted. Some of the 
questions and answers follow. 

Getting to Know You

Question 1:
What would you like to change about your country?

Answer 1:
I know that my country has to have a lot of changes; I don’t think I could change all but with God I can change 
some. I want my country to pay more attention to the students and the orphans. I also want my country to be 
clean. 

Answer 2:
I want my country to change image because we often hear that in a country the streets represent the living 
room of its inhabitants/citizens. If the streets are full of trash and other bad stuff, then the citizens are 
made/contain the same. I would like 
the citizens to have cooperation, be-
cause if they did we would walk to-
gether towards excellence. There 
would be no misery, illiteracy, hun-
ger and other problems.

Question 2:
If you had a chance to move to 
Europe or North America (Canada 
or the United States) would you 
want to? Why?

Answer 1:
Yes I would move because in my country I am not able to earn my dream and  find work. There is no more food 
and many children are not able to go to school. 

Answer 2: 
If I had the chance, I would travel to another country because by going to another country I would find other 
type of system. Each country has its own culture. Living in a country with its own culture, own language and 
art allows us to become cultivated. My knowledge would be greater. 
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Question 3: 
Do you think your relationship with God would be as strong if you lived in a country where you had 
wealth? 

Answer 1:
No because God is the wealth; when you have a relationship with God his wealth will be shared with you.

Answer 2: 
Yes, my relationship with God would be as strong if I was rich because it is God who gives wealth and me I 
don’t forget God. 

Question 4:
What are your dreams?

Answer 1: 
Stay with God. Love my fellow man like myself. Finish my secondary studies so that I can finish university level. 
Get married and have children.

Answer 2: 
My dream is to live for God and work in a hospital. 

Jill with the children Lineda Joyce and Sarah

Sunday performers
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